
       The Blue Train 
                   ...the ultimate luxury rail cruise experience!! 
 

    
 
 
 

  
The Blue Train continually provides excellent service. The personnel take particular pride in 
whatever they do. Special care is taken that all your wishes are met. 
 
 
 

History and Pedigree. 
 

                    
                               Snipped from History: King George VI, accompanied by General Smuts walking from the Blue Train in 1947. 

 
The Blue Train, for decades one of the world's most renowned passenger trains, owes its origins to the 
Union Limited and the Union Express, which - from 1923 - linked Johannesburg with the mailships 
departing Cape Town for England.  
Ordinary coaches were used until 1927, when articulated saloons were imported. The two Union trains 
traveled the distance in 30 hours and introduced a new standard of luxury. In July 1937 it was announced 
that twelve air-conditioned, all-steel sleeping coaches had been ordered from the Birmingham firm of 
Metro-Cammell at a cost of some R19 000 each. A later order called for all-steel lounge coaches and 
dining cars and a baggage van.  



The coaches were delivered at the start of the Second World War, but the service was suspended in 1942 
only to be resumed in February 1946, from which year it formally bore the name 'Blue Train'. During this 
period it was used for a few State journeys.  
 

     
                                                                                            Original Blue Train was last hauled by steam in 1972. 

 
In 1997 a new Blue Train was introduced and its traditional route between Cape Town and Pretoria was 
extended northwards to Victoria Falls. In the following year, a second identical train came into service, 
allowing the Blue Train to add to its destinations the western edge of the Kruger National Park, and Port 
Elizabeth at the eastern end of South Africa's Garden Route. 
 

                                                       The Blue Train, as it is today, on one of its four scenic journeys 

 
 
 
                                       The Blue Train - Pretoria to Cape Town. 
 

 
Board The Blue Train in the jacaranda city of Pretoria - the 
administrative capital of South Africa - and travel south through 
farmlands and along the 'golden arc'; visible only by the mining 
shafts in the distance.  
En-route to Cape Town, stop in Kimberly for an off-the-train 
excursion. Kimberly, once the epicenter of a worldwide diamond 
rush. This city's chequered history is inextricably linked with the 
romance of those rare and beautiful stones.  
Here The Blue Train guests are cordially invited to disembark, 
take a tour through the streets of modern day Kimberly to visit the 
Kimberly Mine Museum and the 'Big Hole'. The Blue Train luxury 
coach is used to transport guests, alternatively they can be taken 
on a historic electric tram when it is available.  
Step back into a world of pioneers and adventurers-circa 1880. 
Marvel at the sheer magnitude of the "Big Hole", the largest hole 



in the world excavated by hand. At a replica of an alluvial-diamond diggers, try your luck at panning and 
possibly finding a diamond of your very own! 
Board The Blue Train once more and continue on to a South bound journey into the heartland of the Great 
Karoo. Awaken to the sight of vineyards and orchards as you descend through mysterious and beautiful 
valleys and mountains, such as Drakenstein, Slanghoek and Elandskloof - towards Cape Town's imposing 
and instantly recognizable Table Mountain, sentinel and gateway to the African continent.  
The city of Cape Town has a lot to offer a discerning tourist, among places of interest, you can visit pearl-
white beaches washed by the Indian and Atlantic Oceans, watch colorful, old-style fishing boats in Kalk 
Bay, explore the old Malay slave quarters, enjoy the finest seafood in the world, wander through 
Greenmarket Square's famous flea market and enjoy a sundowner at the Victoria and Alfred Waterfront. 
 
 
                                  The Blue Train offers very fine cuisine. 
 
The Blue Train provides fine dining by carefully selecting the gourmet cuisine. The a la carte and 
vegetarian menu’s are prepared using only the freshest ingredients according to seasons, and the areas 
through which the train travels, to introduce the guests to the best of South African cuisine. In keeping with 
the classically romantic ambience of the 42-seats dining car, lunch an elegantly casual affair, while dinner 
is more formal. 
 

     
 
 
                              Interior 
 

By day, your private suite is an elegant and relaxing haven. Generous lounge 
chairs and a writing desk at the window afford unparalleled views of Africa's 
panoramic and enigmatic sights. 
Considerate attention is paid to practical needs, with individual air-conditioning 
controls, telephone and television. An on-board laundry service and the discreet 
presence and courtesy of your own professional butler ensure you will want for 
nothing. 
 
Take a bath, or a shower, in your en suite bathroom, with floors resplendent in 
gold. Italian marble. Plush white towels, cotton kimonos and an array of luxury oils 
and soaps, make bathing an indulgent pleasure.  
 
As night falls, your suite is magically transformed into a romantic boudoir of soft, 
glowing light and fine cotton linen. Single or double beds, folded down and draped 
in soft eiderdown duvets, ensure that you will fall asleep in complete comfort - to 
the gentle motion of the world's most luxurious train slipping through the darkness. 



A sophisticated, opulent atmosphere and gourmet menu make dining on the new Blue Train a magnificent 
experience. The Blue Train's Business and Marketing Manager Ellen Hajie, in consultation with her own 
team of chefs, has created a menu to delight the most discerning palate. 
 
Only the freshest ingredients meet Blue Train standards. Meals and snacks are prepared by chefs in the 
streamlined kitchen, designed to the Blue Train engineers' exacting specifications. Says Hajie: “We have 
chosen to stay with the SA cuisine, and the meals are filling but light. We are confident that the menu 
meets the five-star standard of the world's leading hotels.  
 
Guests are offered a choice of entrees, soup, fish, meat dishes, desserts, 
coffee and friandises, all beautifully presented. Typically South African fare 
includes Karoo lamb, kabeljou, Knysna oysters, snoek, crayfish and impala. 
Also offered is an abundant array of the finest South African fruit and 
vegetables. Vegetarian, Kosher and Halaal meals will be provided on 
request. 
 
On the Blue Train, dining never stops. Breakfast, lunch and supper are the 
main meals and High Tea is served each afternoon in the Lounge Car. Part 
of the High Tea fare will be cucumber sandwiches, dainty cakes, fresh 
scones and cream and other irresistible delicacies with an assortment of fine 
teas and coffees. Another attraction of the opulent Lounge Car is the giant-
size TV screen revealing the unfolding scenery from the front-of-train camera
Another lounge car called The Club Car, has a more masculine ambiance and is expected to find favor 
with those seeking a peaceful place for after-dining coffees. Delicious snacks are served in compartments 
by the guests' personal butler. To make the dining experience even more satisfying, the cost of all meals 
and drinks is included in the train fare. 

The ambiance of the Dining Car and Lounge Cars is one of warm elegance. 
Large windows allow for panoramic views of the passing countryside. 
Incandescent lighting gains added warmth from individual lamps on each 
table gently highlighting the beautifully detailed burled wood paneling and 
original South African artworks. 
The Blue Train is equipped with the finest bone china in white, cut-crystal and 
classic silver cutlery engraved with the familiar B insignia. Dew-fresh flowers 
add emphasis to the attention to detail. Menu cards are royal blue with a gold 
cord; a color representation of the region through which guests are traveling 
is included for that extra Blue Train touch.  

 
Elegant Facilities. 
 

The ambience of the lounge car is one of warm elegance, where large windows allow for panoramic views 
of the passing country side. Incandescent lighting gains added warmth from individual lamps on each 
table, gently highlighting the beautifully detailed burled wood paneling and original South African art work. 
Should the relaxing ambience of a gentlemen’s club appeal, the Blue Train's other lounge area, the club 
car, offers impeccable service with it's card tables, reading chairs, small library and fully equipped bar. 
Here guests can watch a short film about the area through which the train is passing. 
 

   
 



      Observation Car. 
 

The observation car, the last car on one of the trains, offers magnificent panoramic views. For your 
pleasure a traditional high tea is served in the gracious atmosphere in the lounge car  
 

 
 
                                                   Lounge Car. 

 
For your pleasure, a traditional high tea is served in the gracious atmosphere of the lounge car.  
  

   
In the lounge guests may meet for a pre-dinner aperitif, or linger afterwards and enjoy coffee and 
congenial late night conversation before retiring to the comfort of their suites. 
 
 

Conference Facility. 
 

The observation car, offering panoramic views of the passing landscape as the train travels along its 
journey, can be converted into a conference or meeting venue for up to 22 guests. Offering the best audio 
visual and technical equipment for a high level business meeting or small conference, this is surely one of 
the most spectacular meeting venues for the discerning business person. The car can be converted for 
smaller meetings thus combining the observation car with the conference facility for a more relaxed 
atmosphere. 

       



  
 
 
              Observation Car converted into a conference venue for up to 22 guests. 
 

 

 
Equipment and facilities include: 
* Video and slide projectors and screen 
* Overhead projector 
* Laptop PC connections 
* Microphone 
* Podium 
* CD Player 
* Fax facilities are available on the train 
* Adjustable air-conditioner 

 
 
                                                               Charter. 
 
Why not plan your next company outing or conference on the Blue Train? The Blue Train is available for 
charter out of Pretoria on a frequent basis.  
 
For more information contact Alice Travel and fill in the Personal inquiry form. 
 
 

  

 


